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Kevin Thaw has

conquered Everest byt

his passion for climbing
started on a Lancashire

clift with a borrowed

washing line for supp
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‘A wond fnend of mine, Conrad
Anker, was one of the team who found
George Mallory's body on Everest in
1999 " said Kevin on a recent visit to
| 'i_l.:l-. rrmal]

Edmund Hillary and Tenzing Nongay
are credited as being the first climbers
R ';..!.I.'.""-"'I'.:II'-I ;_'Ll.l ] rIII' '\-|||:|||'|| -rr
Mount Everest in 1953, but there has
always been speculation that back in the
1920 Cheshire-bom :'|||1.I||-I|:|. and
climbing partner Irvine were first 1o
reach the summit, but died on their way
back down.

"They found various artefacts he was
I\.'I IWTE .il.llul' "|'||t|'| |!',||| ::I:ll |||I_rl_' wiere
SN TRE |-II||""H. “'II":.:I" I|I?| ! |‘-|"|-|I|-"r |F|1|
of his wite and child he was apparently
EURimgr s leave on the summit. 5o the
question was whether he might have
ket them at the wp or lost them along
the w ay, Kevin said.

In 2007, Kevin, Conrad and another
climber went to Everest with a film
director and l.":lll.1'.|l. Lon comprany to see
Ir-r||l'f.' could unearth .I||_'|.'|5|iIL'_: find the
answer, (YWe won't spoil it for you
you'll have to see the film or the BBC
SETIES, )

‘It was never a big goal of mine to
climb Evere it, he FAYS "For me thepe's
not enough actual climbing involved -
s "|I|'| n.||r='|'|-||L-_; 1| ".-.H| h.11.-|_ Ty LS l.ullr
hands and feet, but as a |rruh~n|--ru]
climber it's the question that everyone
asks YUR) S it's mice fo SAY you hiave
climbed it

H-'||I-'L1 as one of the LIKs hest all
mound climbers, Kevin feels incredibly
lucky to be able 1o make a living out of
doing something he loves and has been
able to rravel the world. He’s been

wivw lancashirglife ea uk

interest

AL THFSS .'I'L'-I.I. i JII:IJ.I, JJ.l.’r.hr.ln, ?‘ﬁ:l ||.||_
Tibet, as well as to both Amencas and
most recently this yedr, ”nrnr il

T've also been to Pitcaim Island,
where the SUrVIVOrs hf-”l-:' :"I-]lllilll'ln o
the ”-nlllt} live, he said, “You |‘|_|I.I'|- [k
be |1|-|Jl|'1_'|i ofl and i ked L h_', '-|||F|
I'd say my favourite '|r|.||_|' 1s Patagonia
which has some of the most elusive
summats in the world.”

To think this all started in
Saddleworth. ‘After warching a'T'V
programme as a kid 1 tned climbing the
cliff with a stretch of washing line,” he
laughs. "Some local climbers saw us
doing that and when they kepr seeing
us return again and again they realised
WIC Wore H‘-'H_l interested r.Llh:rr than
just playing the fool. They told us there
were better ways of j_’,l‘l[il;j.: to the op.

since those early days Kevin has put
up a number of first ascents - that's
finding a way to the top that no-one
else has done - and loves nothing more
than to revisit some of those early ones
on tnps back to Saddleworth. .

Saddleworth is 1.;Tt'.1l:1' he sand on a
tnp back home to visit his mother, who
still lives in Uppermall. ‘It's the perfect
balance berween an urban sctting for
socialising and the countryside.” @
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A hero of Kevin' is Ron Fawcett, the fist
mangfactures of clenbing harnesses which
happened 1o be produced in o factory in
Upparmill
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